Congregation Beth Shalom continues to grow and change, and one such change is the development of a website.  Although there are improvements to be made and more content to add, we have had a website since early this summer (www.CBSMo.org).  We hope many of you have had the opportunity to “surf” the site and explore.  Simply start at the home page, and use the menu bar located across the top of the page to navigate.  Today’s column will describe some areas of the site and their purpose.  
Of course, one basic purpose of a cyber presence for CBS is to allow others to know we exist.  As Jews consider moving to Columbia, many use the web to identify the Jewish community.  If we don’t have a presence on the web, they may not know we exist.  The home page provides a welcome as well as the mission statement of our congregation.  We are pleased that we have already had several people new to town mention that they found our website and that it helped them consider Columbia more closely since there was an identifiable Jewish presence.

The lack of a central calendar has long been a problem for CBS.  When a committee plans an event, it is difficult to know what else is planned within our community for any given date.  The website offers the perfect opportunity for such a central calendar (Calendar).  The basic calendar is provided by the URJ and includes both lunar and Gregorian calendar formats as well as noting important Jewish dates. Local events can be added by our congregational office staff or the webmaster far in advance of the event. To obtain details of an event when viewing the calendar simply click on that event and find the time, place, etc.   We will do our best to keep the calendar current, but if you know of something we have left off, please help keep us current by calling it to our attention. We may not know the about sisterhood meetings, Hillel events, or other such important dates and would appreciate your help in making sure they are included on the calendar.
The religious school pages (Study>Religious School) provide the dates of school closings, registration forms, an overview of the curriculum, a list of teachers, and more, including links to a fun site for kids.  Soon, we hope to have a songbook for our religious school so that parents can learn the words and sing along with their little ones.  When the weather turns iffy, just look to the website for notification of school cancellations.
It is difficult for everyone to feel like they are well informed about recent board decisions.  We have tried to improve that situation by composing a brief synopsis of each meeting soon afterwards and posting that on the website as well (Newsletter>Other News).  While minutes of the meetings are available for any member to view, minutes are not approved until the next meeting and are therefore a month behind.  This synopsis will provide a more timely summary of key discussions.

Some of our members have wished to provide letters or editorial comments on the state of Israel or other potentially controversial matters related to Judaism that can’t be included in the newsletter.  The website can provide a forum for such opinion pieces, and perhaps even for ongoing discussion (albeit with a delayed response time!).  We welcome opinion pieces (Newsletter>Connections>> click: Opinions) by simply submitting the piece to the webmaster.  So far, the space is empty – we welcome your additions! Although such letters will not be edited, malicious letters may be withheld from publication.
The website provides other information as well.  The homepage provides highlights of upcoming or recent events and news.  There are multiple links to other websites of Jewish interest and to learning materials from the URJ. There is even a link to purchase Jewish music with a portion of the proceeds benefiting our congregation, and soon we hope to have links to purchase books and Judaica with similar benefit to CBS.  We have space for Youth Group contributions, Sisterhood contributions, Adult Ed contributions, etc.  We only need you, the members, to help fill them up.  Let you imagination run wild, and help us develop the content you want on the website!  Contact the webmaster with ideas or inclusions at cohnl@missouri.edu. 
